THE  CHILDREN'S  OMNIBUS

other's little heads out of jealousy: and so, when they
came from east and west at the summons of the
Marquis degli Spinachi, were the Crim Tartar Lords
who still remained faithful to the House of Cavolfiore.
They were such very old gentlemen for the most part,
that her Majesty never suspected their absurd passion,
and went among them quite unaware of the havoc
her beauty was causing, until an old blind Lord who
had joined her party told her what the truth was;
after which, for fear of making the people too much
in love with her, she always wore a veil. She went
about privately from one nobleman's castle to another,
and they visited amongst themselves again, and had
meetings, and composed proclamations and counter-
proclamations, and distributed all the best places
of the kingdom amongst one another, and selected
who of the opposition party should be executed when
the Queen came to her own. And so in about a year
they were ready to move.

The party of Fidelity was in truth composed of very
feeble old fogies for the most part; they went about the
country waving their old swords and flags, and calling
"God save the Queen!" and King Padella happening
to be absent upon an invasion, they had their own
way for a little, and to be sure the people were very
enthusiastic whenever they saw the Queen; otherwise
the vulgar took matters very quietly, for they said, as
far as they could recollect, they were pretty well as
much taxed in Cavolfiore's time as now in Padella's.
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